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AlA UK Bike Tour

Upriver from Slade Green
Lorraine King, AIA

There is something particularly satisfying about braving the elements and
combining a little physical exertion while earning Continuing Education
points.

On Saturday, 7 Sep 2013, eleven intrepid AlA bikers (and one eight year
old boy!) took off from the obscure Slade Green rail station to explore
the rich industrial and architectural heritage of the eastern Thames valley
under the guidance of Architect and Art Historian, Benedict O’Looney.

Seeing London from its lower regions is an opportunity not to be missed.
While the familiar towers of Canary Wharf shimmered in the distance, the
bikers revelled in parts of London certainly not in the usual tourist package.

Starting with a ruined Norman manor house now lost in the marshes,

we passed — in no particular order — a once fashionable riverside town,

a modern incineration plant, a Victorian pumping station, an oil mill with

early reinforced concrete, an American car factory, a controversial

housing development, a derelict gas plant, a former military firing range

and storage magazines, the redeveloped Arsenal, the Thames Barrier,

a concrete recycling centre, the new Emirates river crossing and finally

a Greenwich pub for well deserved drinks and self congratulations
after 18.2 miles of pedaling and 4 CES credits.

Benedict O’Looney’s particular skill is to tie this hodgepodge of
sites and buildings into both an architectural and social context.
In short, he always manages to add that architectural twist
that other historians fail to grasp. We are already starting to

plan the bike trip for the summer of 2014 and welcome any
suggestions.




