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The American Institute of Architects - United Kingdom Chapter (AIA UK) is pleased to 
present this lecture on the path to becoming a licensed architect in the United States, with 
invited speakers from the National Council of Architectural Registration Boards (NCARB). 

This presentation will be of interest to students, aspiring architects, foreign-registered 
architects and those in the architecture and construction industry who are considering to 
practice as an architect in the US in the future. We will review the path to achieving licensure 
as well as getting the most out of your architectural career.

Topics will include the role of NCARB as well as the different entities involved in the licensure 
process, the Education and Experience requirements as well as what to expect in the 
Architectural Registration Exams (ARE); and Certification after licensure for those seeking 
extra mobility to move and work around the country.
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About NCARB and the Speakers

Michael J. Armstrong
Chief Executive Officer

Gregory L. Erny, FAIA, NCARB
President/Chair of the Board

The National Council of Architectural Registration Boards (NCARB) is a nonprofit corporation comprising the legally 
constituted architectural registration boards of the 50 states in the USA, the District of Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico, 
and the U.S. Virgin Islands as its members. Its mission is to protect the public health, safety, and welfare by leading 
the regulation of the practice of architecture through the development and application of standards for licensure and 
credentialing of architects.

Prior to joining NCARB in 2011, Mike held senior positions at the International Code Council, ICF International, FEMA, 
and the Colorado Governor’s Office of Energy Conservation. He began his career with 10 years as an assistant city 
attorney specializing in land use, zoning and planning, code enforcement, historic preservation, and human resources 
management. He holds a Bachelor of Arts in English and Bachelor of Science in Journalism from the University of 
Colorado at Boulder, and a Juris Doctorate from the Pepperdine University School of Law in Malibu, CA, where he 
served on the Law Review.

Mike is an adjunct professor at The George Washington University and is a trustee on the Association of State 
Floodplain Managers Foundation Board. He is a member of the American Society of Association Executives (ASAE) and 
the District of Columbia Preservation League.

Mike has authored a number of articles for professional journals, and he has provided testimony before committees of 
the U.S. Congress. He was also licensed to practice law in Colorado and before the U.S. Supreme Court.

Gregory L. Erny, FAIA, NCARB, Reno, NV, has been involved with NCARB since 1998 when he volunteered to serve 
on the ARE Pre-Design Subcommittee. Since then, the architect has been a valuable member of the Professional 
Conduct, Procedures and Documents, and Professional Development committees, as well as chair of the Regional 
Leadership Committee. Erny also served on the Executive Committee of the Western Conference (Region 6) from 
2002-2005, serving as chair from 2004-2005, before being elected director from 2008-2010 and then being re-
elected in 2012. He was installed as president at the 98th Annual Business Meeting in Boston. In May of 2017, he was 
elevated to the AIA College of Fellows.

Erny received his initial registration in Nevada in 1981. A graduate of Ball State University, Erny holds the NCARB 
Certificate for national reciprocity and is currently licensed in Nevada and California. In 1983 he opened his own 
practice, Architects + LLC, where he continues to serve as president. Erny has served on the Nevada State Board of 
Architecture, Interior Design, and Residential Design since 1996, and served as chair from 2000-2003 and 2011-2014. 
Prior to joining the Nevada Board, Erny served as president of AIA Northern Nevada and AIA Nevada. He is the recipient 
of the AIA Nevada Silver Medal and currently serves on the AIA Northern Nevada Scholarship Committee.
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Stephen Nutt, FAIA, NCARB, CAE
Senior Architect and Advisor to the CEO

Stephen joined NCARB in April 1997 as manager of the newly launched computerized Architect Registration 
Examination® (ARE®). During his time with the Council, he has been a driving force in the continued improvement and 
development of the ARE. As the vice president of programs, he oversaw the Council’s programs related to education, 
internship, examination, and continuing education. As senior architect, he serves as advisor to the CEO, the Council’s 
committees, and leads special projects. In 2017, he was elevated to the AIA College of Fellows.

Stephen is also involved in the negotiation of NCARB’s mutual recognition agreements with foreign countries in an effort 
to promote international reciprocity. Stephen has a B.Arch. from Kansas State University (1983), completed the IDP in 
San Antonio, TX, maintains his professional registration in Virginia, and is an active NCARB Certificate holder and AIA 
member.


